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Following letter from President should be conveyed Prlllln Ben-Gurlon: 
“Pear Mr. Prime Minister: 

"I thank you for your letter of May 27 concerning American visits to 

Israelis nuclear facility at Dimona. I know your words reflect your moat 

intense personal consideration of a problem that Is not easy for you or for 

your Governmentj as it is not for mine. 

’*! welcome yoin: strong reaffirmation that the Dlmona will be devoted 

exclusive''y r i peaceful purposes. X also v/elcomc your reaffir.ntion of 

Israel ^/illlngness to permit periodic visits to Dlmona. 

'^Because of the crucial Importance of this problem^ however^ I an 

of 

cure you will agree that such visits should he/ a nature and on a schedule 
x;hich will more nearly be in accord with international standards, thereby 
retolvlng all doubts as to the peaceful intent of the Dlmona project. As 
X tarote you on 18 May, this Government's coraltment to and sup^^^rt of 
Ijreel could be seriously jeopardized if it should be thought that va 
-Liable to obtain reliable information on a subject as vital eac.. c 
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question of the character of Israel's effort in the nuclear field. 

''Ilierefore^ I asked our scientists to revlex/ the alternative schedules of 
ts xra and you have proposed. If Israel's purposes are to be clear to the 
d beyond reasonable doubt^ I believe that the schedule which would best serve 
coEsion purposes x;ould be a visit early this sumnierp another visit in June 1564^ 
thereafter at intervals of six months. I am sure that such a schedule should 
cause you any more difficulty than that which you have proposed. It would be 
htlalj and X take it that your letter is in accord with this^ that our scicn* 
s have access to all areas of the Dimona site and to any related part of the 
lexp such as fuel fabrication facilities or plutoniun separation plant, and 
sufficient tiirie be allotted for a thorough examination. 

that you fully appreciate the truly vital significance of this matter 
he'^futxire xjall-being of Israel, to the United States, and internationally, I am 
cur corefully considered request xtIII again have your most sympathetic attention. 

I 

■'Sincerely, 

"John F, Kennedy" 

] 

lu conveying foregoing, you should stress that exhaustive examination by the 
competent USG authorities lies established scheduling embodied iu jeresident'e 
as mxiiimimi to achl.^va a purpose xje see as vital to Israel and to our mutual 
rei 's* feifint: fic vc^soas for this are that (a) only a visit before criticality 
fully :-r"bllsL iisat^vec of a react or-* this is reason for r*'*-t^Qted early sunaaor 
-i.'i hope could be tliis i^onth or next at latest; (b) it is xd.dely Icnoxm 
. by linovdedgeablc iuteruatioual ccientiflc community that, if inter Jed 
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jfcr ultl!::3te production of weapons grade plutoalm, a reactor of this slae would he 
[ operated to burn a single fuel load approniuately every six months, whereas for 
^ peaceful purposes opticum bum-up time would be about two years—this is what makes 
[ it eescutial Chat after mld-19C4 visits be scheduled semi-annually. 
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